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(57) Abstract: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a printer control 
system capable of preventing the concentration of loads 
on a specific printer in a network environment and 
reducing cost by eliminating the necessity of a server. 

SOLUTION: Out of plural terminals 1-1 to 1-9 connected 
to a network 3, printers 2-1 to 2-7 directly connected 
to terminals are grouped. For instance, printers 2-1, 
2-2 respectively connected to the terminals 1-1, 1-2 are 
grouped as a group A. Respective terminals 1-1 to 1-9 
are provided with tables for storing and managing the 
group information and state information of respective 
printers 2-1 to 2-7, and at the time of detecting a 
change in the state of the printer connected to each 
terminal, the terminal simultaneously informs the 
network 3 of the change in the printer state and the 
simultaneous information is received by respective 
terminals 1-1 to 1-9 on the network 3, each terminal 
updates the contents of the table included in the 
terminal itself based on the received state signal. When 
an output data printing request to a certain group is 
generated, an output destination printer is determined 
by referring to the table and the output data are sent 
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